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Benefits of Railway Links in Holywell for Young People - Project by Holywell Youth 

Councillors 

Introduction 

Holywell has been without a train station for over 50 years, with the closure of Holywell 

Junction station in Greenfield in 1966, residents now have to travel five miles to their nearest 

station in Flint. The station is on the main line on the North Wales coast which runs from 

Holyhead to Crewe and the reopening of the station (which would not include the original 

stationhouse as this is now a private residence) could be very beneficial to the town itself, 

allowing a more direct route into and out of Holywell to more populated areas such as 

Chester, making transport to work and education quicker for young people, for example The 

University of Chester, Bangor University or large employers in the city. 

Questionnaire 

I created the questionnaire below to assess the benefits of railway links in Holywell, 

concentrating on young people, I shared the questionnaire on Facebook and Twitter, hoping 

to target more young people through using social media.  
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A large percentage of young people use public transport either monthly or weekly, which is 

rather often. In the graph below, we can see that the majority use public transport mainly for 

leisure, which would suggest why many only use it monthly instead of daily for education and 

work. However, a large proportion use public transport to get to work, this could be because 

they work for larger businesses such as McDonald’s in Flint or in retail in Broughton or 

Chester, therefore the erection of a station serving Holywell would allow young people to 

have more employment opportunities across a wider area, with transport links making these 

areas more accessible.  

 
We can see from the graph below that most journeys made by local young people are further 

than 10 miles. From looking at the Arriva 11A bus timetable which travels between Holywell 

and Chester, it takes 1 hour and 16 minutes to reach Chester, which is a relatively long time 

compared to the train from Flint which takes around 15 minutes. Rail links between Holywell 

and Chester could shave almost an hour off the travel time, saving people time and money 

as they would not have to use two forms of public transport to reach Chester quickly as the 

fastest route to Chester via public transport is 30 minutes, getting a bus to Flint and then a 

train to Chester. 



 
59% of young people currently travel by train on a monthly basis and 22% on a weekly 

basis, and this could increase with better transport links, reducing the amount of carbon 

emissions and making the area more environmentally friendly. 

 

According to the questionnaire, a large percentage of young people said that better prices 

and more convenience would make them use public transport more often. Although the train 

is much more convenient as it is quicker, it can be quite expensive with a single journey 

ticket from Chester to Flint costing £7.20 and a single from Bangor costing £19.80. Young 

people typically have a rather low income, with minimum wage for under 18s being £4.55 

they would have to work hours to cover transport alone.  

 
It is well known that many young people are passionate about living in an environmentally 

friendly way, as we see in the graph below. A large majority of the young people who 

answered the questionnaire said that travelling in an environmentally friendly manner is 

important to them. A train station in Holywell could increase the use of public transport which 

would reduce traffic in the town, therefore decreasing pollution and making Holywell a 

greener place to live. The erection of electric car chargers in Holywell is a step forward in 

this movement but many young people cannot drive and cannot afford an electric car if they 

do drive, so better public transport routes that are accessible for young people would be a 

further help. 



 
Finally, we asked young people why a train station in Holywell would be appealing to them, 

here are some of the responses;  

 

It would allow me to travel on the train without having to think about getting a bus or taxi to Flint 

which just add inconvenience and cost. 

 

Yes. I currently have to either get a lift from my parents which isn’t always available or get a bus 

and they are very unpredictable and I have been late on several occasions using the bus from 

flint to holywell 

 

Saves travelling to Flint especially if people can’t walk very far and it would boost tourism into 

Holywell with a direct train link into a certain part and then have bus services to help boost 

tourism into Holywell 

 

Yes since it would help connect holywell to many other places in a more environmentally friendly 

way! 

 

It would be a lot quicker for me to get to work and if I wanted to travel somewhere by train I 

wouldn’t have to go to flint first 

 

Yes, I work in holywell and this is a much faster and effective way of travelling especially 

surrounding cost 

 

It is clear to see from the responses above that convenience is important to local young people 

and they would rather get a train directly from Holywell instead of having to travel via Flint and 

rely on either their parents or a bus. There is evidence also that travelling in an environmentally 

friendly way for leisure is something that young people think about. Another response mentioned 

bringing tourists into Holywell using a bus from the train station and creating a direct transport 

link to the town centre and other attractions. 

 

 

 

Conclusion 



 

After analyzing the above data, we have come to the conclusion that young people would benefit 

greatly from a train station in Holywell. From looking at the answers to the questionnaire it is 

clear that young people would use trains more often for leisure and work if they were available as 

they are considered more convenient because they are quicker. Travelling by train is also more 

environmentally friendly which is appealing to young people however the high prices might put 

young people off using trains as often.  



Holywell Town Council

Proposed Holywell Community 
Bus Route

(The Holywell Hoppa)
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Holywell

The market town of Holywell takes its name from the St 
Winefride's Well, a holy well surrounded by a chapel. The well 

has been known since at least the Roman period. It has been a site 
of Christian pilgrimage since about 660, dedicated to Saint 

Winefride who, according to legend, was beheaded there by 
Caradog who attempted to attack her. The well is one of the 

Seven Wonders of Wales and the town bills itself as The Lourdes 
of Wales. Many pilgrims from all over the world continue to visit 

Holywell and the Well.



Holywell
Holywell is separated into four council wards each with it’s own 
amenities and points of interest. Whilst there is adequate public 

transport connecting Holywell Town Centre with Chester and Rhyl, 
the same cannot be said within the Holywell Town Boundaries.

Access for both residents and tourists alike, to visit all the attractions 
and points of interest that Holywell has to offer, is very poor. 

Residents frequently raise the problem of getting to work, with no 
service timed to connect residents with their local employment

This shortfall has been further highlighted with the opening of a 
Centre of Education Excellence in Holywell and the opening of the 

new Community Hospital. Both suffer from suitable public transport 
not being available.  



Objectives

• Provide safe transport during the morning and afternoon for school children to attend the 
Holywell Education Complex.

• Provide a bus route within the Holywell town council boundaries, connecting the wards directly.

• Provide a scheduled route throughout the day for residents to attend Holywell’s medical centres 
and amenities.

• Tourism, to provide visitors to Holywell with convenient and suitable public transport between 
the attractions and amenities Holywell has to offer.

• Provide access to the Greenfield Business Park, allowing staff and employees to use public 
transport to and from work. 

• Promoting the Green Agenda, promoting the use of Public Transport. 



Provide safe transport during the morning and afternoon for school children to 
attend the Holywell Education Complex.

The Holywell education complex is situated on Pen-y-Maes Road for all stages of children’s 
education, for Infant, through Junior to Senior school.

Pen-Y-Maes Road is an uncategorised road with a large section having no pedestrian 
access, children walking to and from school on the road.

There are no scheduled service connections at school times.

To re-iterate we need to reduce the dangers of school children of having to walking to 
school, especially in in clement weather and dark nights.

Suitable connections for the Further Education Centre in Deeside.



Provide a bus route within the Holywell Town Council boundaries, connecting the 
wards directly

• Many parts of Holywell have no service.

• Areas that do are still inaccessible for elderly and vunerable people to be able to walk to a 
bus stop.

• Those that do only connect to the town centre.

• There is no facility for residents to visit amenities or areas of recreation outside their own 
ward.

• Many residents have family and friends in other wards, but are restricted due to a lack of 
public transport.

• Public Transport, promotes social interaction, allowing people to meet, providing a 
passive mental therapy between residents. 



Provide a scheduled route throughout the day for residents 
to attend Holywell’s medical centres and amenities.

• There is no access for all residents to be able to undertake 
doctors and hospital appointments throughout the day.

• When a bus service is available the times preclude being able to 
attend without a long delay, either before the appointment or 

afterwards.



Tourism, to provide visitors to Holywell with convenient and 
suitable public transport between the

attractions and amenities Holywell has to offer.

• Holywell has a wide range of amenities ranging from historical 
attractions to country walks using our active travel route. 

• Tourists have limited opportunity to travel between them 
without using their own transport or utilising private hire.

• Coupling the service with the re-opening of Greenfield railway 
station would greatly enhance the attraction to tourism



Provide access to the Greenfield Business Park, allowing staff 
and employees to use public transport to and from work

• Residents who would like to use public transport to get to and 
from work are unable to do so.

• Many have to use private transport which fills up the carpark 
and dramatically increases the carbon foot print.

• Providing a service between the industrial park and residential 
areas would make the Holywell more attractive to new 

investment. 



Promoting the Green Agenda, promoting the use of 
Public Transport. 

•The Green Agenda is something we all believe in 
passionate. 

•Providing a community public transport is 
integral part of promoting the Green Agenda.



Present Scheduled Services

• At present there are two local bus services which cover Holywell East Ward and 
Greenfield, No.22 and No.23. 

• No.22 only covers the route to Wood Lane.   

• No.22 provides no schedule beyond 16.13, before people finish work.

• The No.23 could be replaced by any new “Holywell Hoppa”!

• No.23 provides a two hourly service in the morning from Rayon Road to Holywell 
Hospital.

• No.23 service only operates after schools have begun.

• No.23 Does NOT provide a afternoon service.

• NEITHER service provides an evening service. 



Proposed Route Map



The Routes and Timings

Holywell Hoppa Pen-Y-Maes Route
Time Bus Stop
00:00 Jardinaire Bus Stop

Nant-Y-Coed
Pen-Y-Maes Shops

Pen-Y-Maes Road Field
+ 07 Wood Lane Terminus

Corbett Farm
Glan-Y-Don

Bottom of Upper River Bank
Bottom of Victoria road

Boot and Shippe
+ 13 Dragon's Den

Ship Inn

Bottom Of Rayon Road

+ 18 Top Of Rayon road

Cairnton Crescent
Greenfield Business Park

+ 23 Basingwerk Avenue
Greenfield Infant's School

Groesfford
Groesfford 2
Queen's Road

Delyn Road
+ 29 Top Corner of Woodlands

Crossfields Road
+ 35 Community Centre

Maes-Y-Dyffyn Post Box
Tan-Y-Felin Play Area

+ 40 Top of Tan-Y-Felin
Bottom Of Tan-Y-Felin

Royal Oak
+ 42 St Winifred's Well
+ 45 Tescos
+ 48 Holywell Hospital
+ 50 Jardinaire Bus Stop

Holywell Hoppa Well Route
Time Bus Stop

0.00 Jardinaire Bus Stop

Tower Gardens

St Winifred's Well

Royal Oak

Bottom Of Tan-Y-Felin

Tan-Y-Felin Play Area

+ 08 Top of Tan-Y-Felin
Maes-Y-Dyffyn Post Box

+ 13 Community Centre

Crossfields Road

+ 14 Top Corner of Woodlands

Delyn Road

Queen's Road
Groesffordd 2
Groesffordd 2

Greenfield Infant's School

+ 24 Basingwerk Avenue
Greenfield Business Park

Cairnton Crescent

Bottom Of Rayon Road

+ 29 Top Of Rayon Road

The Ship

+ 34 Dragon's Den

The Boot and Shippe

Victoria Road

Bottom of Upper Riverbank

Glan-Y-Don

Bagillt Hall Farm

+ 40 Wood Lane Terminus

Pen-Y-Maes Field

Pen-Y-Maes Shops

Nant-Y-Coed

+ 45 Holywell Hospital

+ 50 Jardinaire Bus Stop



Logistics
• It is anticipated one bus, 25 seats will be needed.

• The route would be paused to allow the driver to take lunch, 
alleviating the use of a support vehicle.

• The route is adaptable, it could cover Greenfield Business Park 
morning and evening.

• This adaptability will serve for people using the bus to go to 
and from work.

• The route is reversable to cover taking children to school in the 
morning with the reverse bringing them home at night.

• Any redundancy on the No.22 could be utilised covering the 
Strand area.
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Holywell	Town	Council	

A	Railway	Station	to	serve		
Holywell	and	North	Flintshire	

A	report	prepared	by	the	Railway	Station	Working	Group	of	Holywell	Town	Council	

Summary:	
• A	railway	station	serving	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire,	located	on	the	old	Holywell

Junction	station	site	in	Greenfield	would	provide	a	long	term	and	sustainable	driver
for	the	future	economic	wellbeing	of	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire.		The	locations,
capacity	and	parking	facilities	of	the	closest	stations,	Flint	and	Prestatyn	mean	they
are	inadequate	to	effectively	serve	the	communities	of	North	Flintshire.

• Complimentary	to	existing	programmes	of	economic	and	transport	infrastructure
development,	a	station	in	this	location	would	provide	the	area	with	hugely
improved	transport	connections	to	the	North	Wales	Coast,	Deeside	Industrial	Park,
Wrexham,	Chester	and	North	West	England	enabling	more	Holywell	residents	to
work	and	attend	Further	Education	in	these	places	by	public	transport.

• Having	a	station	would	make	the	historic	town	of	Holywell	and	its	surrounding	area,
a	more	accessible	place	to	live	and	work.		It	would	enable	more	visitor	to	come	to
the	many	tourist	attractions	in	the	area	and	consolidate	Holywell’s	position	as	a
tourism	growth	point	for	Flintshire.

The	Proposals	

1. Location	of	the	project:
Our	proposed	station	would	be	at	or	adjacent	to	the	site	of	the	1848	-1965	Holywell
Junction	railway	station	at	Greenfield	on	the	North	Wales	Main	Line.
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There	are	currently	no	stations	between	Flint	and	Prestatyn,	the	longest	stretch	without	a	
station	on	that	line	at	16	miles.		The	map	below	shows	the	location	of	Holywell	compared	to	
other	stations	and	lines	in	North	Wales.		Holywell	/	Greenfield	is	the	largest	urban	area	
adjacent	to	the	North	Wales	Main	Line	without	a	station.	

	
2.			The	Case	for	a	Railway	Station	for	Holywell.	
While	there	has	been	talk	of	re-opening	Holywell	Railway	Station	for	many	years,	it	was	
only	been	since	the	proposals	for	a	Deeside	Parkway	serving	the	Deeside	Industrial	Park	
(DIP)	that	plans	have	been	investigated	in	some	detail.		While	Holywell	Town	Council	
supports	the	development	of	a	successful	industrial	park	in	Deeside,	it	was	concerned	that	
the	rail	infrastructure	to	support	this	favoured	developing	railway	links	along	the	Wrexham-
Bidston	line	(Wrexham-Bidston	Line),	to	the	exclusion	of	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire.			

	
The	site	location,	near	Greenfield	Dock,	is	ideal	for	access	to	the	town,	local	industrial	parks,	
business	centres	and	major	tourist	attraction.		Its	location	adjacent	to	the	A548	and	A5026	
would	make	it	a	focal	hub	for	an	integrated	transport	system	for	North	Flintshire.	Network	
Rail	are	currently	in	the	process	of	upgrading	signalling	on	the	North	Wales	Main	Line,	
involving	removing	the	outside	lines	and	sidings	at	the	old	station	site,	providing	a	large	
brownfield	area	that	could	be	used.		
	

	
	

Holywell	Town	Council	originally	looked	at	developing	a	small	railway	halt,	but	following	
discussions	with	Network	Rail,	Arriva	Trains	Wales	and	GrowthTrack360,	they	indicated	is	
that	a	transport	interchange	with	‘park	and	ride’	would	also	be	a	realistic	option	given	the	
size	and	location	of	the	site	combined	with	the	potential	economic	benefits.		
	
3.			The	Current	Position	in	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire	
The	main	access	to	Holywell	by	long	and	medium	distance	traffic	is	along	the	A55.		More	
local	traffic,	including	the	bus	service	to	Chester	uses	the	A548	Coast	Road.			
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There	is	poor	access	from	the	area	to	the	key	places	of	employment	for	identified	for	
development	by	public	transport	–	takes	an	hour	or	more	by	bus	to	Chester	and	slightly	less	
to	Deeside.		Access	to	Chester	is	considered	important	because	of	its	important	commercial	
and	retail	sector	and	expanding	university.	Similarly	access	to	Manchester	and	Liverpool	
and	their	airports	is	poor	by	public	transport.		
	
Holywell	remains	a	town	with	unacceptable	levels	of	child	poverty	and	in	the	past	year,	
three	banks	have	closed	leaving	it	with	only	one.		Action	is	being	taken	to	revive	its	High	
Street,	but	increasing	tourism	and	making	the	town	a	more	accessible	and	vibrant	place	to	
live	continues	to	be	one	of	the	Town	Council’s	Priority	and	features	heavily	in	our	business	
plan.	
	
While	Improvements	in	Deeside	are	welcomed	–	we	recognise	that	a	strong	industrial	
Deeside	can	provide	the	jobs	that	will	help	revive	Holywell	–	there	is	only	so	much	housing	
can	be	built	in	Deeside	towns,	that	the	quality	of	life	–	countryside,	ethos	is	identified	as	
better	in	North	Flintshire	and	the	Town	Council	is	focussed	on	making	the	town	an	
attractive	destination	for	tourists	and	residents.	
	
The	Flintshire	Local	Development	Plan	identified	area	of	Holywell	as	a	tourist	hub	for	
county.		Currently	the	main	route	for	tourists	into	Holywell	is	by	the	A55,	and	not	by	public	
transport.		Tourist	attractions	in	the	area	include:		St	Winifrede’s	Well	(about	40,000	visitors	
per	year),	the	Greenfield	Valley	Heritage	Park	(over	30,000	visitors	per),	Greenfield	Dock,	
Holywell’s	Historic	Town	Centre,	The	Wales	Coastal	Path	(Flintshire	section	is	used	by	
304,000	visitors	per	year)	and	Talacre	beach	and	resort.		
	
Holywell	is	the	centre	of	an	area	that	could	support	a	railway	station.		In	comparison	with	
other	towns	and	villages	with	stations	on	the	North	Wales	Main	Line:	
	
Holywell*	(including	adjacent	villages	making	up	the	urban	area)	c.	13,000.	
(*Holywell,	Greenfield,	Carmel,	West	Bagillt,	and	Mostyn,	Pentre	Halkyn	and	Brynford.)			
	
The	potential	catchment	area	in	North	Flintshire	indicates	a	population	of	20-25,000.	
	
Flint:			 	 	 12935				 Station	use	per	year:			266000	
Prestatyn:		 	 18,849			 Station	use	per	year:			349,000	
Rhyl:			 	 	 25,149			 Station	use	per	year:			537,000	
Abergele:		 	 10,577			 Station	use	per	year:						70932	
Colwyn	Bay:			 	 31,353			 Station	use	per	year:				286000	
Penmaenmawr:			 			4353				 Station	use	per	year:					14,152	
Llanfairfechan:		 			3637			 Station	use	per	year:					13022	
	
	
4.			Developing	Deeside	
The	rail	aspects	of	the	Integrated	Transport	Plan	for	Deeside	focus	upon	the	Wrexham-
Bidston	Line.	

1. Opening	a	new	station	called	Deeside	Parkway	to	support	the	Deeside	Industry	Park		
2. Developing	Shotton	Interchange	between	the	North	Wales	Main	Line	and	the	

Wrexham-Bidston	Line	
3. Developing	a	park	and	ride	station	at	Penyffordd.			

	
The	development	of	Deeside	Parkway	will	be	important	for	the	future	of	the	Deeside	
Industrial	Park.		Those	who	will	benefit	will	be	communities	on	the	Wrexham-Bidston	Line	
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in	South	Flintshire,	Wrexham	BC	and	Wirral	MBC.	There	is	no	direct	rail	connection	to	this	
station	from	Holywell	or	the	communities	of	North	Flintshire.		While	we	support	the	
development	of	this	station,	we	believe	that	the	current	rail	plan	does	not	enable	to	serve	
significant	areas	of	the	county	and	a	station	at	Holywell	will	address	this.	
	
Improvements	to	the	railway	interchange	at	Shotton	would	increase	that	station’s	usage,	
but	those	using	the	interchange	would	principally	come	from		

a. Stations	on	the	Wrexham-Bidston	Line,	
b. Chester	and	West	Cheshire	(Ellesmere	Port	etc.)		
c. The	Coastal	Towns	of	Denbighshire	

	
There	would	be	little	traffic	generated	within	North	Flintshire	as	there	is	only	one	station,	
Flint.		Its	proximity	to	Shotton	and	the	Deeside	Industrial	Park	suggests	such	traffic	would	
be	destined	for	the	Wrexham	area	or	Merseyside	rather	than	the	DIP.	Consequently,	a	
large	area	of	Flintshire	will	not	be	able	to	benefit	from	the	money	being	invested	in	Shotton	
or	Deeside	Parkway.	As	a	destination,	Shotton	Interchange	will	be	more	accessible	to	
Abergele,	Rhyl	and	Prestatyn	than	North	Flintshire.			
	
The	proposed	Integrated	Transport	Plan	for	Deeside	puts	forward	developing	a	‘park	and	
ride’	station	at	Penyffordd.	HTC	believes	that	there	is	the	same	potential		at	the	proposed	
Greenfield	station	site	for	a		similar	‘park	and	ride’.		
	
If	such	investment	in	the	rail	infrastructure	is	considered	to	bring	clear	economic	benefits	to	
the	Wirral,	South	Flintshire	and	Wrexham,	then	extending	this	by	delivering	a	station	for	
Holywell	at	Greenfield	would	also	bring	clear	economic	benefits	to	all	of	North	Flintshire.	
	
	
5.			Developing	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire	
A	railway	station	at	Greenfield	will	provide	better	access	between	North	Flintshire	to	the	
Deeside	Industrial	Park,	Chester	and	North	West	England.		Better	access	will	have	the	
following	benefits	that	will	promote	the	long-term	economic	sustainability	of	Holywell	and	
the	surrounding	area:	

A	place	where	people	want	to	come	and	live	and	work:	
• Make	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire	more	economically	attractive	to	medium-

distance	and	commuters	(e.g.	DIP,	Chester,	Ellesmere	Port,	Crewe)	as	journey	times	
are	reduces	and	there	is	an	alternative	to	driving	the	car	along	an	increasing	
congested	A55.	

• Make	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire	a	potential	residential	destination	for	long	
distance	commuting	–	e.g.	Liverpool	in	the	same	way	that	areas	of	the	Peak	District	
acts	for	Manchester	,	Derby	and	Sheffield,	the	Yorkshire	Dales	for	Leeds	and	
Bradford.	

• Make	Holywell	a	more	attractive	place	to	live	and	work	to	people	currently	living	
outside	the	area	but	looking	for	a	place	to	live	and	work	with	a	better	quality	of	life.		

• The	growth	of	house	prices	in	Chester	makes	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire		a	more	
desirable	area	for	families	with	a	high	quality	of	life,	low	crime,	and		access	to	
amenities.	

• By	enabling	a	fast	connections	to	the	Deeside	Industrial	Park,	companies	based	
there	have	the	opportunity	to	expand	into	areas	such	as	Greenfield,	Mostyn	Dock	
and	Bagillt.	

	
Attract	greater	local	investment	with	greater	accessibility		
• Make	the	area	more	attractive	for	new	companies	to	locate	to	and	for	existing	ones	

to	expand	into,	providing	more	employment	and	better-paid	jobs	for	local	residents.		
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• Better	access	for	residents	in	the	area	to	higher	paid	and	more	varied	employment	
at	the	DIP	and	the	vibrant	financial	services	sector	in	Chester.	

• Make	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire	a	destination	of	choice	to	live	for	people	from	
out	of	the	area	getting	jobs	on	the	Deeside	Industrial	Park	and	Chester.	

• The	industrial	strategy	for	Deeside,	which	encourages	employers	in	high-tech	and	
highly	skilled	industries,	would	mean	that	local	people	with	skills	in	these	areas	
would	not	have	to	leave	the	area.			

• Stimulate	the	housing	market	in	the	town	and	local	area	and	develop	local	demand.	
• Ensure	that	young	people	would	want	to	remain	in	the	area,	if	they	can	see	that	

there	are	accessible	job	opportunites.	
• Provide	improved	access	to	NW	England	and	make	Holywell	and	North	Flintshire	an	

integral	part	of	the	Mersey-Dee	Alliance	project	
• Ensuing	that	the	area	is	able	to	engage	with	the	North	Wales	Growth	Bid	by	

becoming	a	potential	area	for	growth.		
• Become	the	hub	for	an	integrated	transport	system	for	North	Flintshire.	
	
Support	and	Drive	Tourism	
• Enable	better	access	to	tourism	sites	in	the	area	–	especially	as	Holywell	is	identified	

as	a	tourism	hub	for	Flintshire.			
• Extend	the	distance	that	visitors	could	come	to	the	area	from	so	increasing	overall	

visitor	numbers.	
	
	
6.			Creating	a	more	sustainable	and	cohesive	community	

• Enable	students	to	more	easily	commute	to	Chester	and	Glyndwr	(Wrexham)	
Universities	while	staying	at	home	and	enabling	them	to	contribute	to	the	local	
community	as	students	and	graduate.		

• Enhance	employment	opportunities	for	women	who	wish	to	work	part-time	outside	
the	Holywell	area,	but	who	are	unable	to,	given	the	existing	poor	public	transport.	

• Reduce	the	number	of	cars	using	the	roads	in	the	area	and	reduce	traffic	stress	at	
busy	(rush-hour)	on	the	A55.		There	are	currently	an	average	14,555	vehicles	using	
the	A55	per	day.	

	
	
7.			A	Complimentary	Development	
There	are	currently	several	other	programmes	for	rail	and	transport	development	in	
Flintshire	and	West	Cheshire.		The	Greenfield	station	proposal	does	not	seek	to	draw	funds	
away	from	these	project	but	is	complimentary	to	them	and	would	support	and	enhance	
their	proposed	outcomes:	
	

1. The	development	of	Chester	Station	–	a	station	at	Greenfield	would	provide	extra	
passenger	growth.	

2. The	Halton	Curve.		Through	trains	to	Liverpool	from	Chester	-	Holywell	would	feed	
passengers	into	this,	making	Liverpool	a	possible	destination	for	workers	
commuting	from	Holywell	and	the	surrounding	areas	including	the	five	villages	and	
along	the	coast	from	Mostyn	Bagillt	etc.		(Currently	takes	over	two	hours	by	train)	

3. 	The	Wrexham-Bidston	Line,	Shotton	Interchange	and	Deeside	Parkway	–	Holywell	
would	be	a	centre	for	passenger	growth.		There	is	currently	no	easy	or	direct	access	
from	Holywell	to	Wrexham,	the	largest	town	in	North	Wales.			

4. Deeside	Integrated	Transport		-	Holywell	can	become	a	part	of	this	
5. North	East	Wales	Metro	–	the	original	proposals	suggested	a	park	and	ride	bus	

interchange	for	North	Flintshire	at	Northrop.		Given	the	‘red	route’	proposals	for	the	
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A55,	moving	the	interchange	to	Holywell	would	reduce	the	environmental	impact	
on	Northop	of	these	changes	and	use	‘brownfield’	land	rather	than	agricultural.	
	

	
8.			Description	of	our	preferred	location:	
Holywell	Town	Council	has	identified	a	preferred	local	on	the	site	of	the	Holywell	Junction	
Station	at	Greenfield	closed	in	1965.		This	has	good	access	to	major	roads	(A548	and	
A5026),	the	Greenfield	Valley	and	the	Coastal	Path,	the	Greenfield	Business	Park	and	is	just	
over	a	mile	from	Holywell	town	centre.			
	

	
	
The	site	has	excellent	road	access	for	cars	and	buses	and	has	been	welcomed	by	local	
employers	as	a	convenient	site	for	employees	commuting	to	the	Business	Park.		It	is	a	large	
site	with	the	potential	for	a	'park	and	ride'	and	bus	interchange.		The	substantial	size	of	the	
old	station	gives	it	the	potential	to	take	eight	coach	trains.	
	
The	existing	road	bridge	over	the	railway	was	built	for	heavy	traffic	to	the	former	
Courtaulds	works.		An	existing	subway	could	be	quickly	and	cost	effectively	be	used	for	
access	to	either	an	island	platform	or	platforms	adjacent	to	the	running	lines	and	has	the	
potential	for	excellent	disabled	access.		The	preferred	site	would	allow	parking	for	several	
hundred	cars,	which	would	easily	be	able	to	access	the	station.	

	
An	alternative	site	has	been	identified	adjacent	to	the	Greenfield	Business	Park.			
	
9.			Our	Progress	
Meetings	and	consultations	have	been	held	with:	

• Network	Rail,		
• GrowthTrack	360,	
• Arriva	Trains	Wales,		
• David	Hanson	MP,	

Hannah	Blythyn	AM,	
• KIngspan,	
• Holywell	Business	Group,	
• Holywell	Tourist	Group.	

	
We	have	indications	of	support	from	Community	Councils	across	North	Flintshire	and	from	
County	Councillors.	
	
Our	meetings	with	Network	Rail,	Arriva	Trains	and	GrowthTrack360	indicated	the	cost,	
difficulties,	challenges	of	this	project,	but	each	agreed	there	was	a	strong	and	compelling	
case	that	should	be	explored	further.		
	
	

View	towards	Mostyn,	from	Dock	
Road	Bridge.	The	two	running	lines	
next	to	the	wide	green	strip	(former	
platform)	will	be	kept	and	all	other	
track	removed.	
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10.			Actions	Needed:	
Holywell	Town	Council		have	established	a	Task	and	Finish	Railway	Station	Working	Group	
to	take	the	project	forward.		The	Railway	Station	is	a	key	ambition	of	the	Town	Council’s	
Business	Plan.		The	Group	are	currently	working	on:		

1. Developing	a	Business	Plan	
2. Getting	Welsh	Government	Transport	Minister	Ken	Skates	to	a	site	visit.	
3. Getting	the	support	of	Flintshire	County	Council	(non-financial)	
4. Funding	for	a	Feasibility	Study	(£20,000)	and	
5. Identifying	where	grants	can	be	applied	for.		
6. Learning	from	other	station	reopening	projects,	(both	successful	and	unsuccessful)	

such	as	Bow	Street,	Kenilworth	
7. Looking	at	employment	patterns	in	the	town	and	local	area.	
8. Building	community	support	and	engagement	in	the	project.	

	
	
11.			Challenges	
Short-	Term:	

1. Establishing	land	ownership	
2. Cost	of	Feasibility	Study	
3. Involving	Welsh	Government	
4. Getting	acceptance	for	the	project	so	it	is	included		

a. North	Wales	Growth	Bid	
b. North	Wales	Metro	
c. Mersey	Dee	Alliance	development	plans	
d. Network	Rail	Strategic	Infrastructure	Planning	
e. Flintshire	County	Plan		

	
Discussions	with	Network	Rail,	Arriva	Trains	and	GrowthTrack360,	indicated	that	a	transport	
interchange	with	‘park	and	ride’	would	also	be	a	realistic	option	given	the	size	and	location	
of	the	site	combined	with	the	economic	benefits.	However,	this	would	have	to	be	explored	
further	in	a	fully	funded	professional	Feasibility	Study,	which	would	cost	around	£20,000	
which	would	examine	in	detail	the	proposals	and	recommendations	required	to	make	this	
ambitious	scheme	a	reality.	
	
The	Feasibility	Study	would	consider:	

• The	overall	context	of	the	station	within	local	and	national	(Welsh	Government)	rail	
strategies	

• Engineering	issues	involved	with	the	construction	and	operation	of	the	station.	
• The	site	location	details	
• The	economic	and	financial	business	case	including	demand	and	revenue	

forecasting	(using	MOIRA	–	Model	of	Income	and	Revenue	Allocation)	
• The	costs	including	station	specification,	capital	costs,	station	operating	costs	and	

train	operating	costs.	
• Capacity	issues	on	the	North	Wales	Main	Line	by	adding	an	extra	station.	

	
	

This	report	was	prepared	and	written	by	the	Railway	Station	Working	Group	of	Holywell	
Town	Council	on	the	direction	of	the	Town	Council	
	
Group	Members:	
Cllr	Paul	Johnson,	 	 	 Cllr	Barry	Scragg,	
Cllr	Peter	Yorke,	 	 	 Martin	Fearnley,	Community	Engagement	Officer.	
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Letters	of	Support:	
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WRITTEN ASSEMBLY QUESTION 
FOR ANSWER BY MINISTER FOR 

 ECONOMY AND TRANSPORT  
ON 07 AUGUST 2019 

Mark Isherwood (North Wales): What action is the Welsh Government taking to 

take forward proposals to re-open Holywell Junction Station in Greenfield, 

Flintshire in order to maximise benefits for local business, tourism and active 

travel? WAQ78670 (e) 

Ken Skates: The Welsh Government has established a 3 stage new station 
assessment process. The assessment process aims to establish which proposals 
are feasible and warrant further detailed study work. This will ensure a pipeline of 
new schemes is available to take advantage of future funding opportunities that 
may come from UK Government.  

From an original list of 46 possible new stations considered by the assessment 
process, twelve were prioritised for stage 2 assessment and four of these 12 have 
been selected to be taken forward to a Stage 3 assessment. This will include 
undertaking a WelTAG Stage One Report, business case and Network Rail’s 
Governance for Railway Investment Projects (GRIP) process. The four locations 
are: 

• Mid Wales – Carno

• South East Wales – Ely Mill

• South West Wales – St Clears

• North Wales - Deeside Industrial Park/Northern Gateway

Holywell Junction has been added to the list of potential new stations. Subject to 
new station funding being obtained to deliver the stage 3 stations listed above, the 
intention is to review the list of outstanding stations to decide which of these should 
be taken through the next phase of the new station assessment process. 

M10.12J



Holywell Town Council 
Bank Place Offices 
Holywell 
Flintshire 
CH8 7TJ 

Monday 1st March 2021 

To who it may concern, 

Re: Letter of Support for Holywell/Greenfield Station 

As a Member of the Senedd/Welsh Parliament for North Wales, I am pleased to write this letter in support of 
the proposed development of Holywell/Greenfield railway station. 

The key issue here is connectivity, where the proposed station would connect Holywell and Greenfield with the 
major employment areas. 
This proposal is also supported by local industry. 

Holywell has amongst the highest poverty rates for children and the station would act as a driving force for 
economic investment. 
It would also open up the area to increased tourism, renew confidence and drive economic growth.  

To put matter in context, I wrote to the Minister For Economy And Transport in August 2019 asking “What 
action is the Welsh Government taking to take forward proposals to re-open Holywell Junction Station in 
Greenfield, Flintshire in order to maximise benefits for local business, tourism and active travel.” 

In his response, the minister stated “Holywell Junction has been added to the list of potential new stations.” 

I therefore hope that you will give your favourable attention to this matter. 

Thank you. 

 

 Isherwood MS/AS 

M10.12K
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Flintshire County Council – Project Brief for Consultants 

Scheme Background 

The Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy was approved by Cabinet in February 2020. Whilst the origins 
of the Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy (contained within the Deeside Plan) were focused around 
improving access to employment, health, leisure and educational opportunities via sustainable modes of 
transport within the Deeside locality, this strategy has since been expanded to include a sustainable 
transport vision for the County as a whole for which the opportunities contained within the scope of this 
application forms an integral part.  

The concept of undertaking a detailed transport study within the north of Flintshire has gained great 
momentum in Holywell Town Council within recent years. The Town Council’s Business Plan sets out the 
strategic importance and vision for improved sustainable transport links which includes aspirations to 
reopen the former Holywell Junction Railway Station in Greenfield. Community engagement (including 
dialogue with local businesses) is already well established and both Ken Skates MS and Hannah Blythyn 
MS attended a meeting of the Town Council’s Railway Station Working Group in February 2020 where the 
suggestion for reopening the station was made. 

A successful funding application for the study was subsequently made to the Welsh Government’s Local 
Transport Fund for 2020/2021. 

Study Requirements 

The purpose of this transport study for North Flintshire is to effectively complement previous strategic 
regional development work associated with the North Wales Metro concept whilst also greatly contributing 
to the Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy. It needs to examine the potential to promote intermodality 
and enhanced accessibility to employment opportunities in Holywell, Greenfield, Bagillt, Mostyn Docks (a 
rail-connected port) and the surrounding area. In addition to the enhanced employment opportunities within 
this area, the study also needs to examine accessibility opportunities to the West (Rhyl and Prestatyn) and 
towards the East (Flint, Deeside, Chester and the Wirral peninsula). 

The study output will assist future decision-making processes relating to transport in North Flintshire. 
Particular attention needs to be given to the potential for reopening the former Holywell Junction Railway 
Station in Greenfield, as this may have the potential to serve as a means of access to employment 
opportunities as far as Liverpool and for services to link into HS2. Transport for Wales will be a key 
stakeholder for the study. 

In the late 1990’s, Mostyn Docks received £17m of Welsh Assembly RSA grant funding to develop the port 
facilities. This development enabled a new P&O Dublin ferry service and provided a berth for a purpose-
built vessel to transport Airbus A380 wings to Toulouse. The Dublin ferry service closed in 2004 and the 
last A380 wings left the port in February 2020 after being taken out of production. This study needs to re-
examine the potential for promoting new ferry, cargo and port services which, in turn, may aid the 
development of tourism, thus facilitating access to a number of key landmarks within the locality. 

Study Name: North Flintshire Transport Study 

Date of Study 
Earliest start: October 2020 
Completion deadline: March 2021 

Project Manager Richard Flood – Transport Strategy Manager 

Contact Telephone 01352 704816 / 07786 313745 

Contact email richard.flood@flintshire.gov.uk 

            M10.12L
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The study also needs to link to a previously submitted application. In 2018, Flintshire County Council were 
successful in receiving indicative Welsh Government funding for the implementation of a Quality Travel 
Corridor along the A548 / B5129 between Queensferry and the Denbighshire border, which is to be 
delivered over a period of 3 years. Works associated with both Year 1 and Year 2 funding applications have 
now been completed.  
 
In addition to the above, Flintshire County Council was also successful in the award of Welsh Government 
slippage funding in 2019 which enabled the acceleration of the installation of traffic signals at both Flint & 
Greenfield (measures previously programmed within Year 3 allocated funding). Working collaboratively with 
Denbighshire County Council, the acceleration of the above works has enabled Flintshire County Council to 
enhance the scope of the original scheme through the identification of further bus priority measures from 
the Flintshire county boundary at Gronant to Rhyl Bus Station. 
 
Interlinking the above interventions with the potential for further infrastructure improvements within the 
north of Flintshire will significantly enhance the co-ordination and integration of the existing public transport 
network and will greatly improve accessibility for those without access to a car. Coupled with the provision 
of new and rebranded shuttle bus links to Deeside Industrial Park, this cohesive and integrated approach 
will ensure that those living in the areas of deprivation along the North Wales coast have the ability to 
access employment and training opportunities as well as essential healthcare and other lifestyle facilities. 
 
The role of Holywell as a town centre is evolving steadily over time and this may be intensified post-Covid. 
There has been significant public sector investment in the fabric of the town centre over time; most recently 
including the reopening of the town centre to traffic to increase footfall. An effective transport network may 
help to strengthen the role of the town as a focus for service provision, access to transport and social 
contact as well as retail. 
 
 
Study Objectives 
 
The study will be WelTAG–compliant with resource split approximately as follows: 
 

• The potential for reopening the former Holywell Junction Railway Station – 60% 

• The growth potential for Mostyn Docks – 20% 

• The remaining objectives – 20% 
 
 
The study objectives are to examine the viability and potential benefits of the following: 
 

• The provision and installation of bus / rail infrastructure  

• Improved sustainable transport network 

• A shift to multi-modal journeys 

• Improved access to employment and services (health, education, training, shopping, social and 
leisure facilities) 

• Growth potential for Mostyn Docks 

• Inclusive and affordable access to employment and training (with a focus on the most deprived 
communities) 

• Improved journey times  

• Maximising the benefits of regional transport infrastructure investment - including links to HS2 

• Using transport infrastructure investments to unlock further economic growth opportunities 

• Modal shift from the private car to more sustainable patterns of movement 

• Solutions to reduce current congestion and ensure that transport, economic growth and housing are 
considered in parallel to reduce negative impacts from future growth 

• Active travel through green infrastructure corridors and investment in cycling and pedestrian 
infrastructure 
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• Consideration of how the role of Holywell town centre can be strengthened through improved 
transport connectivity 

 
 
Study Extents 
 
The study extents are shown on the plan below and include: 
 

• Holywell 

• Greenfield 

• Bagillt 

• Caerwys 

• Whitford 

• Pentre Halkyn 

• Mostyn Docks 
 

The study area extends southwards to Halkyn Mountain and includes the 5 villages and the three A55 
junctions. 
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Study Outputs 
 
The study will deliver a document to support future bids for feasibility studies, strategic outline business 
cases and potential infrastructure / services. 
 
A non-technical summary will also be required as the study needs to be easily understood by Councillors 
and members of the public. 
 
It will include the following specific outputs: 
 

• Potential and future investment opportunities for each mode of transport and likely delivery options, 
namely: 

 
• Active Travel network 
• Bus services 
• Rail network and new station feasibility 
• Ferry / Port services 
• Road network 

 

• Mapping of the existing provision 
 

• Identifying constraints, restrictions and blockages to the existing service and an assessment of 
impact 

 

• Demand and current utilisation levels 
 

• Scheme identification – including modelling work of current and future usage levels 
 

• Growth potential - local and regional developments (commercial and residential) 
 

• Connectivity / Integration - options and benefits 
 

• Opportunities for wider economic growth and regeneration including reinforcing the role of Holywell 
town centre and building upon the tourism offer of the area 
 

• Arranging public consultation, in accordance with FCC’s Covid-19 amended consultation process, 
and producing a summary report 

 

• Hosting virtual consultation meetings with stakeholders such as Local Members, Town / Community 
Councils, Transport for Wales, the train operating companies, the Welsh Government lead for Ports 
and Freight and employers such as Kingspan and The Port of Mostyn Ltd 
 

• Hosting three virtual progress meetings with the internal officer’s working group – at start, mid-point 
and near the end of the contract. 
 

• Hosting a virtual presentation to the officers’ working group, TfW, Cabinet Member, Town and 
Community Councils and other stakeholders. 

 

• Clear recommendations on future options – including a decisive recommendation on whether the 
case for a new railway station should progress to the next stage. 

 

• Outline Feasibility Study for any interventions identified in study 
 

(Note that the requirement for virtual meetings rather than face-to-face reflects current social-distancing 
legislation that may change.) 
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Available Baseline Data 
 
The North Wales Transport Model 
 
Transport for Wales commissioned the North Wales Transport Model and discussions have taken place for 
Flintshire’s appointed consultant to access the model demand data for the purposes of scenario testing. 
TfW will be a key stakeholder for the study and their Terms and Conditions for the working arrangements 
can be seen on the access request form at Appendix 1. 
 
Transport for Wales appointed Jacobs / Atkins to complete their model and the current position (late-
September 2020) is that the 2019 base model is at first ‘design freeze’, the LMVR is due to be submitted to 
the client in late Autumn 2020 and Core Forecast models for scheme testing will follow soon after. The full 
model completion is due early 2021. 
 
The appointed consultant will be expected to work closely with TfW to achieve the study outputs. 
 
There are three components: 
 
• Variable Demand Model 
• Highway Assignment Model 
• Public Transport Assignment Model 
 
The Public Transport Assignment Model uses network data sourced from Traveline and NapTAN 
databases and the matrix build is from several datasets namely: 
 
• Station passenger interviews and boarding and alighting counts - including Flint. 
• MOIRA model flows derived from ticket purchases. 
• Synthetic matrices using the Variable Demand Model. 
 
As of mid-August, TfW report that the model is in a good, useable state and is passing the criteria set out 
within DfT guidance. It shows the highway journey time validation results for each modelled time period. 
Well over 85% of routes are within the guidance criteria, with only a very small proportion of routes not 
achieving the pass or near pass criteria. 
 
Key Points: 
 

• Public Transport – General calibration is considered reasonable for Design Freeze 1.0, with bus 
achieving excellent calibration, but rail is weaker. 

 

• Highway – Generally very good – replicating free flow and delay well. The lower validating areas are 
in the periphery of the modelled area, in locations such as Chester. 

 

• Variable Demand Model – Matching comparator data well in terms of mode share, trip length 
distributions and sector to sector movements. Also meeting realism test criteria.  

 

• Forecasting - TfW will be creating two core forecast years, 2027 and 2042, which will be finished in 
late autumn. 

 

• Model Validation Report - An initial draft of the report has been produced and the final report will be 
available towards the start of autumn. 

 
 
Holywell Town Council - Employer Surveys 
 
Following a discussion with the Town Council in early-September, it will make available results from 
surveys undertaken with Kingspan, a major employer in the area. A ‘stated preference’ survey, including 
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home postcode data, has been conducted with over 600 employees at Kingspan and the Town Council has 
offered its assistance in arranging further consultation events. The appointed consultant will be expected to 
review the results and undertake additional survey work if deemed necessary. 
 
 
Community Engagement 
 
There are numerous town and community councils in the study area but for the purposes of this report, 
consultation will be limited to those communities on the A road network between and alongside the A55 
and A548 with significant areas of housing and employment. These are: 
 

• Holywell Town Council 

• Mostyn Community Council 

• Bagillt Community Council 

• Caerwys Town Council 

• Brynford Community Council 

• Halkyn Community Council 

• Whitford Community Council 
 
 
Engagement is already established with Holywell Town Council and it is very supportive of a study to 
examine sustainable transport measures in the area, particularly the reopening of the former Holywell 
Junction Railway Station in Greenfield. 
 
The Town Council sees the railway station as vital to the future success of the Holywell and Greenfield area 
and an important part of the overall integrated transport strategy for North East Wales. 
 
The Town Council has subsequently secured letters of support for the railway station project, including 
those from the local MP and MS. 
 
If reopening the station is not economically viable, then other public transport options need to be examined 
to connect settlements within the study area to Flint Railway Station. 
 
 
The Strategic Case 
 
Current Issues 
 
In recent years, Flintshire has developed successfully as a major economic centre. Manufacturing remains 
at the heart of the local economy, providing more than 28% of all jobs (the figure for the rest of Wales is 
12% and 8.3% for Great Britain as a whole). 
 
Flintshire has areas of significant deprivation and inequality. Some of these are located in close proximity to 
the major employment opportunities. There is poor transport connectivity in the study area and, in the case 
of Holywell, the areas of deprivation surround the town and rely upon it for access to services and shopping 
as well as for it contributing to employment opportunities. Reduced vitality and viability of the town has a 
disproportionate impact on these communities. 
 
This is also reflected in various other deprivation-related issues, such as high levels of crime. Poor 
accessibility, especially by non‐car means, can act as a barrier to reaching a range of job and educational 
opportunities, ultimately affecting the ability of people to find the right job for them and limiting their 
potential.   
 
The risk of crime, and perceptions of personal safety, are also likely to impact on the transport network, 
particularly in terms of the use of more sustainable and active modes such as walking, cycling and public 
transport. 
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The bus network in Flintshire is characterised by some strong core daytime routes, largely along the east-
west coastal corridor, and a large number of weaker, but socially necessary, services linking smaller 
communities and rural settlements. 
 
Operators have shown that there is a role for commercial market segmentation within the network, with 
investment in high frequency services, operated by top quality vehicles, supplemented by lower frequency 
routes, operated by older, standard vehicles, but offering lower fares. 
 
 
Fit with Policies and Plans 
 
The study will consider the following policies and plans: 
 

• WG North Wales Metro proposals 
 

• Holywell Town Council Business Plan 
 

• FCC Local Development Plan 
 

• FCC Council Plan (Climate Emergency and Economic sections) 
 

• FCC Integrated Transport Strategy 
 

• North Wales Regional Transport Plan 
 

• Growth Track 360 Rail Prospectus 
 
Flintshire is one of the six local authorities who collaborated to produce the North Wales Joint Local 

Transport Plan (LTP) in 2015. The Local Transport Plan reflects Welsh Government priorities and draws 

together the policy linkages between the National Transport Plan 2015, the adopted Regional Transport 

Plan for North Wales 2009 and the aspirations of the North East Wales Integrated Transport Task Force. 

The LTP also sought to reflect other relevant national and local policies and plans, in particular the 

requirements of the Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013. 

As a result, the Joint LTP places a strong policy emphasis on addressing issues related to economic 

growth, promotion of social inclusion and the reduction of poverty.   

The vison of the Local Transport Plan is to “remove barriers to economic growth, prosperity and well-being 

by delivering safe, sustainable, affordable and effective transport networks”. 

The principal issues identified in the LTP are: 

• The need for good access to and between the three Enterprise Zones in North Wales. 
 

• Increased congestion on the strategic road network, increased journey times and reduced journey 
time reliability for the movement of people and goods (WG 12)  

 

• There is an increased need to travel and for longer distances to access job opportunities (WG 11)  
 

• Existing and planned out-of-centre employment sites may be poorly served by public transport (WG 1)  
 

• People without access to a car may be excluded from accessing some job and leisure opportunities 
(WG 4)   
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• Bus access to existing and emerging employment sites requires interchange and multiple operator 
trips making journeys more complex and less attractive (WG 3)  

 

• A high proportion of commuter trips are less than 5km and could potentially be undertaken by active 
travel modes (WG 8)  

 

• There are opportunities to increase mode share by public transport and active travel (WG 10) 
 

• The lack of viable and affordable alternatives to the car to access key employment sites and other 
services 

 

• There is a lack of evening and weekend bus provision, which leads to difficulties in accessing 
employment opportunities and reliance on private car (WG 2)  

 

• Lack of available and affordable transport for some communities. Need to tackle the problems many 
people encounter in accessing work, education and healthcare (WG 7)  

 

• The opportunity to improve social inclusion through Communities First projects  
 

• Lack of accessible public transport and taxis can lead to increased social isolation in some 
communities 

 

• Lack of accessible and seamless ticketing hinders encouragement of modal shift and limits travel 
horizons, particularly for more deprived communities (WG 14) 

 

In Flintshire 79.5% of people travel to work by car. This is significantly higher than the average for Wales of 

74.2%.  Analysis shows that even where journey distances are short there is a large proportion of car use. 

There is an opportunity through the LTP to reduce the short commuter trips by improving the quality and 

provision of sustainable transport provision and promoting modal shift. 

Across much of Flintshire, limited evening and weekend bus provision is incompatible with employment 

sites with shift working, which generates a greater reliance on car-borne trips. Whilst the urban areas 

generally have links with neighbouring towns, journeys to key employment areas are often missing, which 

can explain the very low level of public transport usage for the journey to work. 

The LTP identifies a number of outcomes which aim to remove barriers to economic growth. The outcomes 

focus on the development of interventions and schemes to deliver sustainable change. They also form a 

means of developing monitoring and evaluation indicators to measure the benefits and success of each of 

the interventions.   

North Wales Joint Local Transport Plan 2015: Expected outcomes: 
 

1. Connections to Key Destinations and Markets - Support for Economic Growth through an 
improvement in the efficiency, reliability, resilience, and connectivity of movement, including freight, 
within and between North Wales and other regions and countries (with a particular focus on 
accessibility to the Enterprise Zones and an improvement in the vitality and viability of towns and 
other key centres) 

 
2. Access to Employment - Providing inclusive and affordable access to employment and training (with 

a focus on the most deprived communities)  
 

3. Access to Services - Promotion of social inclusion and well-being through inclusive and affordable 
access to education, health services and other key services and facilities (with a focus on the most 
deprived communities) 
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4. Increasing Levels of Walking and Cycling - Encouraging active travel for both necessary travel and 
recreation, by residents and visitors 

 
5. Improved Safety and Security - Increasing both actual and perceived safety of travel by all modes 

 
6. Benefits and Minimised Impacts on the Environment - Realising the potential for transport 

improvements to positively affect the local and global natural and built environment will have been 
maximised and negative impacts minimised, including adaptation to the effects of climate change. 

 
The proposals for the new A494/A55 European Highway Route Alignment scheme, which will invest in a 
new strategic route to link the A55 North Wales Expressway and A494 Welsh Road will significantly 
improve accessibility to the A548 within the study area. 
 
The proposals also fit with the Authority’s ‘Council Plan 2019 - 2023’ within the ‘Priorities of Safe and 
Sustainable Travel Services’ and ‘Business Sector Growth and Regeneration’ sections. 
 
 
The Transport Case 
 
Assessing the impact and the relationship with existing national policies 
 
A prosperous Wales 
 
The study will consider the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and The Wales Freight 
Strategy. 
 
It will potentially lead to a significant improvement in the co-ordination and integration of the public transport 
network and with the aim of greatly improving accessibility for those without access to a car. 
 
This cohesive and integrated approach will ensure that those living in the areas of deprivation along the 
North Wales coast have the ability to access employment, training opportunities, healthcare and other 
lifestyle facilities. 
 
Travel times will be improved, both through a reduction in in-vehicle time, but also though minimising 
interchange time through better co-ordination of connecting services. 
 
The development of approaches to Partnership working will deliver an improved, co-ordinated and stable 
transport network, which will enhance access to key facilities and opportunities, and offer a realistic 
alternative to greater car use. 
 
 
A resilient Wales 
 
The study will consider the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 
 
The study will potentially lead to improved and strengthened links between communities, incorporating 
active travel opportunities and build resilience against transport poverty, inactivity, health and well-being 
and potential accidents. 
 
Creating a safer road system will, therefore, greatly assist with safe, strong and resilient communities 
  
The study will potentially lead to improvements to help build resilience in the community where people can 
access employment and the coast by modern sustainable transport modes. 
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A healthier Wales 
 
The study will consider the Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013. 
 
Improved access to opportunity would encourage greater economic activity, which, in turn, would lead to 
better health and well-being. In addition, the measures identified through the study would support active 
travel and the promotion of alternatives to the car, leading to health benefits amongst the population of the 
region. 
 
In Flintshire 79.5% of people travel to work by car.  This is significantly higher than the average for Wales of 
74.2%.   
 
The study will potentially lead to measures to reduce car journeys which would, in turn, improve air quality, 
quality of life, health and well-being, the environment and opportunities for prosperity. 
 
Improved air quality in deprived communities would contribute to better quality of life and community 
cohesion. 
 
 
A more equal Wales 
 
The study output will potentially lead to an enhancement of public transport services by improving 

opportunities for interchange, reducing travel time, increasing the quality of service provision and increasing 

stability and resilience of the bus network. This would make public transport more attractive for all sectors 

of society and would enable those without access to car to more easily take up employment and training 

opportunities across the area.  

 
 
A Wales of cohesive communities 
 
The development of partnership working between public transport providers and the Council will realise 
greater benefits of a co-ordinated network, resulting in improved links across the area, to regional centres 
such as Manchester, Liverpool, Chester and Wrexham and other community facilities such as the Countess 
of Chester, Glan Clwyd and Wrexham Maelor Hospitals. 
 
The study output will potentially lead to measures to help reduce car journeys which would in turn improve 
air quality and improve quality of life, health and well-being, the environment and opportunities for 
prosperity. Improved air quality in deprived communities would contribute to better quality of life and 
community cohesion. 
 
 
A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language 
 
The study will consider the Welsh Government’s ‘Welcome to Wales: 2020 – 2025’ Plan for tourism. 
 
The population of Flintshire is 153,800 (2014 – Administrative unit: Wales).   The daily tourist visits into 
Flintshire are in the region of 1.927m (Flintshire Tourism Strategy 2008-2013). 
 
The study output will potentially lead to measures that would benefit all residents of Flintshire and visitors 
into the County whether travelling in for work or as a tourist. 
 
The holiday destination, Talacre, is nearby and the study would report on the potential for Mostyn Docks to 
develop port services to support tourism. 
 
All promotional material and consultations would be undertaken bilingually. 
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A globally responsible Wales 
 
The study will consider The Environment (Wales) Act 2016.  
 
The study output will potentially lead to measures that would improve the economic, social, environmental 
and cultural well-being of Wales through model shift and national legislation for decarbonisation. 
 
The Act commits Wales to reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by at least 80% for the year 2050 
 
 
 
Study Duration 
 
It is anticipated that the project duration will be 8 weeks – with three client project meetings at the start, 
mid-point and end of the contract. 
 
However, as this study is reliant on the North Wales Transport Model, it is recognised that the programme 
will be influenced by this and so it is recognised that a degree of flexibility is required. The appointed 
consultant will be required to submit a detailed project plan at the start of the contract. The deadline for 
completion will be the end of March 2021 but the appointed contractor will be expected to complete the 
project before this date. 
 
 
Covid-19 
 
Covid-19 is likely to continue disrupting normal travel patterns and so the appointed consultant will be 
required to demonstrate the robustness of any necessary additional surveys. 
 
Also, it will be necessary for any consultation events to be compliant with social distancing legislation and 
FCC’s Covid-19 amended public consultation process. 
 
 
 
The Tender Responses 
 
 
The Tender Evaluation Price / Quality Split 
 
The evaluation ratio is Price: 40% / Quality: 60%. 
 
 
Experience and expertise 
 
This regeneration and transport planning study tender requires consultants to demonstrate the following: 
 

• A description of recent, similar work undertaken in Flintshire or the surrounding area; 

• How the team may be supplemented with expertise from other regional offices, (ie. those with 
specific experience of Welsh Transport Appraisal Guidance or Welsh language speakers); 

• Reference to relevant, recent studies that have led to a successful outcome; 

• CV’s of team members detailing relevant qualifications, specialisms, experience and recent 
successful projects; 

• The level of team involvement and supervision by senior managers, project managers and more 
experienced team members. 
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Study Methodology 
 
Consultants will be required to present an outline project plan and method statement that will meet the 
desired outcomes in the given timescale and propose how the report could be split to account for the 
following: 
 

• The decisive recommendation whether or not to move to the next development stage for a new 
railway station; 

 

• The investment priorities with indicative timelines for development as well as a programme of 
emerging business cases to take forward. 

 
 
Modelling 
 
Consultants will be required to state how the available data will be best used to meet the desired outcomes, 
specifically the appraisal of a new railway station. 
 
The North Wales Transport Model is held externally and discussions have taken place for the appointed 
consultant to access the model demand data for the purposes of scenario testing. However, Flintshire 
County Council can facilitate a meeting with TfW to discuss how the model will be useful as a data source 
and the possibility of their model holders running the model if this is a more efficient way of achieving the 
outcome and if it is possible given the timescale and commitments outwith the control of this contract. 
 
Accepting the significant resource required for model testing, consultants will be required to state how the 
model testing costs will be accommodated within the fees and, for example, how many runs may be 
needed. 
 
Consultants are invited to comment on the proposed resource-split indicated in the Study Objectives given 
the high priority of the railway station recommendation.  
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Regional Transport Models  

Model Use – Initial Request Form v2.1 

This form should be completed for all requests where information or forecasts from any one of the 
Regional Transport Models are sought. The Regional Transport Models available are: 

• North Wales Transport Model (NWTM) 

• South East Wales Transport Model (SEWTM) 

• South West and Mid Wales Transport Model (SWMWTM) 

Only one project should be entered on each form.  

Please send completed forms to Transport for Wales – analyticalunit@tfw.wales   

SECTION A: Project details 

A1. Project name / location  

A2. Brief project description  

A3. Regional Model required  NWTM  SEWTM  SWMWTM  

A4. Nature of request       
(tick all that apply) 

New 
model 
run(s) 

 Obtain data 
from 

previous 
run(s) 

 Obtain 
background 

data 

 

A5. Describe what you need 
to find out from the 
Regional Transport 
Models, e.g, what 
question(s) are you 
trying to answer? 

 

A6. Outputs / deliverables 
required 

# Description / format Deadline 
(dd/mm/yy) 

1   

2   

3   

4   

Other:  

Ref:   

mailto:analyticalunit@tfw.wales
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A7. Your deadline 
(dd/mm/yy)  

Deadline 
reasons: 

 

A8. Earliest start date 
(dd/mm/yy)  

Start date 
reasons: 

 

A9. Your maximum budget 
for this request, if 
applicable 

 Further 
explanation: 

 

SECTION B: Model details 

B1. What time periods 
interest you?  
(tick all that apply) 

AM 
peak  

 IP  PM peak  OP  

B2. What modelling years 
interest you? 

 

B3. Type of model run 
required 

Highway 
Only  

 PT (Bus 
and Rail  

 Demand  VDM (all 
models) 

 

B4. Model version (to be 
completed before 
works by TfW) 

 

SECTION C: Contact details 

C1. Client organisation type (the 
organisation that requires 
modelling work to be 
undertaken. Tick ONE) 

Welsh 
Govt or 

TfW 

 City 
Deal 

 Local 
Authority 

 

Developer 
 

 Other   

C2. Client organisation name 
 

 

C3. Agent organisation(s)  
(if different from client) 

 

C4. Contact name & 
organisation 

 

C5. Contact e-mail  

C6. Contact telephone  

C7. Funding organisation           
(if different from client) 

 

C8. Name and address of 
organisation to be invoiced for 
Regional Transport Model use  

 

 



 

Page 15 of 17 
 

 

SECTION D: Declaration 

Please add your initials and name below to confirm that you have read, understood, and accepted the 
Terms and Conditions of Use, which are set out on the following pages. 

I have read, understood and accepted the 
Regional Transport Models Terms and 
Conditions of Use. 

Initials:  

Print name:  

Organisation:  

Date form e-mailed to Transport for Wales 
(dd/mm/yy) 

 

Please send completed forms to Transport for Wales – analyticalunit@tfw.wales 

  

mailto:analyticalunit@tfw.wales
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Regional Transport Models  

Terms and Conditions of Use 

1. For the purpose of these Terms and Conditions of Use the following definitions apply: 

Transport for Wales means Transport for Wales and/or Welsh Government as model 
owners 

End User means the individual or organisation requiring modelling to be undertaken 

Agent means any individual(s) or organisation(s) appointed by and acting on behalf of the 
End User in relation to the Project 

Project means the named project in Section A1 and as described in Section A2 of the Initial 
Request Form 

Regional Transport Models means any of the three models owned by Transport for Wales 
and the Welsh Government, namely the North Wales Transport Model (NWTM), South East 
Wales Transport Model (SEWTM), and South West & Mid Wales Transport Model 
(SWMWTM) 

 
2. The intellectual property rights of the all Regional Transport Models remain with Transport for 

Wales. 

 
3. The Regional Transport Models shall be used by the End User or Agent solely for the agreed 

Project and must not be used for any other Project without the prior written consent of 

Transport for Wales. 

 
4. Neither the End User nor Agent shall copy or use the Regional Transport Models outside terms 

agreed with Transport for Wales and must not distribute the Regional Transport Models to any 

third party. 

 
5. Neither the End User nor Agent shall publish the Regional Transport Models in any way nor 

make them available on any website/portal without the prior written consent of Transport for 

Wales. 

 
6. The End User or Agent must notify Transport for Wales of any intention to publish references to 

Regional Transport Models outputs in any document or statement. Transport for Wales 

reserves the right to withhold permission particularly where any inappropriate use of the 

Regional Transport Models is suspected. 

 
7. Transport for Wales reserves the right to request outputs from any modelling undertaken and 

for outputs to be supplied in a format that can inform the development and update of the 

Regional Transport Models and other models. 

 
8. Transport for Wales reserves the right to request being kept appraised by the End User or Agent 

of the work being undertaken including monthly updates and updates at key milestones. 

 
9. Transport for Wales reserves the right to review and comment on any outputs or findings that 

result from using the Regional Transport Models. 
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10. Permission to use the Regional Transport Models should not be taken to imply acceptance by 

Transport for Wales of the results obtained nor acceptance of the implications of results. 

 
11. Transport for Wales does not accept any liability for any losses incurred, whether financial or 

otherwise, which result directly or indirectly from using the Regional Transport Models.  

 
12. Transport for Wales does not accept any liability in the implications that may arise from using 

the Regional Transport Models nor the implications arising from the End User or Agent sharing 

results with third parties. The implications of using the Regional Transport Models, including 

feedback received from third parties in relation to model outputs, must be managed by the End 

User in accordance with their own processes and procedures. 

 
13. Transport for Wales accepts that the End User may require assistance in responding to technical 

queries from third parties that arise once outputs obtained directly from the Regional Transport 

Models are published. The End User or Agent should request this assistance from 

analyticalunit@tfw.wales. Transport for Wales will only accept and respond to correspondence 

received from the End User or Agent. 

 
14. All agreed costs for using the Regional Transport Models shall be met by the End User and paid 

to Transport for Wales. The End User must notify Transport for Wales in advance of modelling 

work commencing if payment is going to be made by a third party organisation on behalf of the 

End User. 

 
15. Transport for Wales reserves the right to amend these terms and conditions of use. 

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:analyticalunit@tfw.wales
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